Mennonite Women USA Annual Report
Highlights from February 1, 2009-January 31, 2010

Five-Year Sister-Link concludes

The Mennonite World Conference assembly in Paraguaked
the completion of a unique five-year Sister-Linkviaeen North
American and African women church leaders. Thraingh
partnership, nine women from Congo, Kenya, and @aiazhave
received theological training. Now that the idipartnership
has concluded, scholarships will continue to belalve through
MW USA's International Women'’s Fund for those réeiyis
whose degrees are still in process.

Pictured left are pen-pals, Nina Lanctot of the Urtied States and
Sibusisiwe Ndlovu of Zimbabwe, meeting for the firstime at
Paraguay. Photo by Sylvia E Shirk

International Women'’s Fund scholarshipsfor church leadership training
were given to ten women from Honduras, Nicaragwdoi@bia, Tanzania, )
Paraguay, and India. Rachel Bagh, (right) Indiadistd at Eastern Mennonite

University’s summer Peace Building Institute.

“My goal is to create a new space for theologicallyrained women
in India, to empower and train lay women in practial peace
building skills for the home and church.” — RacheBagh

WA timbrel magazine themes for 2009

tl m b rel o5 included Embracing the gift of

P — diversity, Betrayal and forgiveness, Seasons ofrisige, Kitchen
table theology, Women and poverty, and Sister-Care.

Sister-Care seminarsfocusing
on effective lay caring in the
congregation were presented in
Franklin, Mountain States,
Indiana-Michigan and Central |,
District, and Atlantic Coast and |
Lancaster conferences. :

Women from 14 MC USA
conferences gathered in Phoenix
(right) for Preparing, Resourcing,
Encouraging, Praisingleaders’

e The Road Marked with~ [ meeting focusing on Sister-Care.

+ The “Other Woman,” 7-9

« Bible Study: “Love Never Ends,” 10-11 P hOtO by Rebecca Weng er

Other news: e
- Mennonite Women USA board of directors brougResolution Against Human Trafficking to
the delegates at Columbus Assembly. A task foreerking on follow-up response.

The2009 women'’s Bible studyFor the Beauty of the Earth: Women, Faith, and @eaCare
was written by Patty Friesen, Saskatchewan.

Housewarming Sister-Link: Since 2004, 143 wall hangings have been sent Kemnonite
women for persons receiving new homes through Meite®isaster Service.



Mennonite Women USA financial report
February 1, 2009-January 31, 2010 (fiscal year)

Income

Contributions $149,171
Groups, churches, and conferences: $71,431
Individuals: $77,740

Grant income: 28,000
Miscellaneous and interest income 213
Publication income totat 47,517

timbrel subscriptions $44,338

-Total paid and gift subscriptions, 1/31/0B®)

Bible study guide/Women Together 755

Canadian Women in Mission publication partnership 2,424
Total $226.587
Transferred from board restricted funds 14,51
Transferred to board restricted funds (18,500 (3,986)
Total: $222,601

Income Expenses
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@ Ministry for women - $119,755
Contributions - $149,171 DPublication resources - $73,855
DOPublications - $47,517

OMisc and Interest - $1,899

B Grants: $28,000-Transferred grants: ($3,986) - $24,014

W Scholarships - International Women's fund & AAWT - $14,602
OMC USA Firstfruits & Archives - $2,700

Expenses

Ministry for women $119,755
-Sister-Care seminars, Support and networking foujg leaders, annual conference leaders’ weekeRE&R)
-Sister-Link connections and administration, Wonmefonversation retreats
-International Women’s Fund administration,

-Web Site resourceswww.MennoniteWomenUSA.opg Postcard & Prayer e-letter
-Connection to MC USA: Conventions events for won@anstituency Leadership Council
-Board of Directors

Publication resources {imbrel, Bible study guide) $73,855
Scholarships: International Women’s Fund and AAWT designated women $14,602
Mennonite Church USA Firstfruits funding and Archiv es $2,700
Total $210,912
Net increase in undesignated reserve funds $11,689

Current cash reserves are at $67,170 (about 4 moptrating expenses).



Mennonite Women USA Contributions
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A ThelLydia Circle, begun in 2003, is comprised of individuals whotcbuite
J o7 M3 . $500 or more per year to the ministry of Mennokifemen USA. In 2009-10,
vﬂ)" = new and continuing Lydia Circle gifts were donalbgd’1 persons/house-

\-"‘“{

holds. Since its beginninf 14 persons/households have given at the Lydia
level.

The Miriam Circle, begun in 2006, is comprised of women’s groups wiagercontributions and
purchasdimbrel subscriptions at the combined level of at leasd®1 per year. In 2009-10, new
and continuing Miriam Circle gifts were donated2fygroups and churches. Since its beginning,
27 groups and churches have given at the Miriam level.

Projected budget needs for 2010-11: $202,100

Our missionat Mennonite Women USA is to empower women and womés
groups as we nurture our life in Christ through stulying the Bible, using our
gifts, hearing each other, and engaging in missicand service

Our vision

Mennonite Women USA inviteswomen across generations, cultures, and placef
to share and honor our stories, care for each otheand express our prophetic
voice boldly as we seek to follow Christ.



Guiding Mennonite Women USA

Board of Directors

From left to right: Ruth Lapp Guengerich, president (Goshen, Ind.)t Baider, vice president
(Reedley, Calif.); Karen Lehman, treasurer (Sa8pgngs, Md.); Gail Shetler, secretary (Goshen,
Ind.); Mary Clemens Meyer, Editorial Advisory Couin¢Fresno, Ohio)

Racial/ethnic and Geographic representatives (fronfeft to right): Cora L. Brown, African
American Mennonite Association (Elkhart, Ind.); Néarijerina, Iglesia Menonita Hispana,
completing Vilma Padilla’s term (Archbold, Ohio)af®l Roth, Native Mennonite Ministries
(Clinton, Miss.); Carolyn Holderread Heggen, Wesa&t (Corvallis, Ore.); Barbara R. Voth,
Central States (Henderson, Neb.); Regina Shandizf8gy Great Lakes (Elkhart, Ind.); Twila King
Yoder, East Coast (Harrisonburg, Va.)

Staff

From left to right, Berni Kaufman,
executive assistant (Moundridge,
Kan.); Lois Loflin, projects and
volunteer coordinator (Halstead,
Kan.); Rhoda Keener, executive
director (Shippensburg, Pa.); Patric
Wells Burdette, editor (Butler, Ohio)

Email: office@mennonitewomenusa.org
www.MennoniteWomenUSA.org

v‘)ﬁ Mennonite Women USA 722 N Main St, Newton, KS 67114-1819; Tel. 3B3-2396;




